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QUEENSLAND FOCUSES ON  
“NOW MORE THAN EVER” THIS WORLD AIDS DAY 

 
 
This year’s messaging, “Now more than ever”, acknowledges that many marginalised groups in 
Australian society have been hardest hit by the COVID pandemic and the need to reach out and 
support people is now more important than ever before. 
 
In Queensland, people living with HIV have higher rates of social isolation, mental health issues, and 
financial hardship. The COVID pandemic has added an extra burden on the health and wellbeing of 
many people living with HIV. 
 
Queensland Positive People Chief Executive, Melissa Warner said "Now More Than Ever" highlights 
the importance of maintaining timely testing, compassionate diagnosis and access to treatment, plus 
support and care for those community members living with HIV. 
 
“Despite the priority of COVID-19, more than ever before we need to ensure that people living with 
HIV are not forgotten and that we continue in our efforts to prevent HIV, remove barriers to testing 
and treatment, and provide services without judgement and stigma” she said. 
 
Australia today, leads much of the world in its response to HIV.  It has embraced a number of 
innovative approaches to HIV prevention, testing, treatment, and support, but there is much work 
left to be done.  
 
Despite a decrease of 16.6 percent from the previous year, there were still 135 new diagnoses of HIV 
in Queensland in 2019. 
 
Melissa  is encouraging the people of Queensland to join in events to remember and celebrate the 
lives of those lost prematurely to AIDS, challenge stigma, and help raise awareness of the continuing 
battle against the spread of HIV. 
 
“This World AIDS Day, December 1st, I encourage everyone to show your support: wear an iconic red 
ribbon, talk to your friends and work colleagues about HIV or make a donation.   Compassion, 
knowledge and action are the strongest weapons we have in the fight against HIV.” 
 
“The aim of World AIDS Day is to raise consciousness in the community about HIV issues, including 
understanding the needs of, and support for people living with HIV; the importance of 
strengthening existing education and prevention initiatives; and the development and 
implementation of innovative new ones.”  
 
This year’s theme, “Now more than ever” will be the focus of Queensland WORLD AIDS Day 2020.  
For more media queries or photographs contact Trish McKenna 0403 174 347 or wad@qpp.org.au 
Upcoming World AIDS Day events and information is featured at www.qldworldaidsday.org.au 


